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CONFIDENTIAL

Sommandlng W

Yo Comsander in Chief, U.5., Fleet

Vies ;:i Comsender Tesk Unit 78.1.12 (ComLSTFlot 7)
3

Cosmander Task Unit 78.1.1 (ComLSTFlot 7)
Gommandor Task Group 78.1 (ComPhibGR SIX)
éﬂ Commander Task Foroe 78 (Com7thPhib)
$5) Commander SEVENTH UV.5. Fleet

Subjeet: Avtion Report - TARAKAN 18LANL, Horneo, Hetherlsuds
Hast Indles Operation

Heferenoce: (a) Artiole 874(6) V.8, lavy Regs, 1920
(b) ComPthPhib conf, Ltr, FE25/A10-3(3); Serial 0212,
dated 17 Feb, 194k,

da In complisnoe with refesrsnce (o) and (b), the following
is subimitted as report of aotion,

FART I » This shlp steaged at Sorotal Island, NEI and losddd
the followlng:

Elenents of the Reyal Australian Army

Llements of tus Hoyal iustralian Nevy (Jeachmaster)
Elements of the U,5, Army (operating LVTs)

Totsl vehiocles - 38

Toetal ourgo - LR tons

Total perscnusel~ L21

One of thls ship's LOVP's with orew was transferred
to USH LaT 562 for trapsportation, snd one Sesshwaster LUVE with
srew waes oarried by thls ship. A beachiang rehesrsal was held at
staging aree and taetienl relisarsal wes Leld saroute to objeotive
area, The purpose of thie ship's parsicipution wus the carvying of
assault troops and nu{:ﬂm olements and eguipment to the objestive
area and plase them ashore to wrest ¢ontrol from the Japonese forces
sstimated at 3,000 to & « One officer of thie ship wes assigned
as firet wave gulde at 5»“ Heach One; and one officer was as
a8 seoond wave gulde at Green Beash Two.

Assault vas sarried out uocording te plan. Thie ship
was under only very minor fire duriang the eantire operation. One
smil aubmarise was reported during early phase of besching operation

roparations, end sporedle fire was encountered on two osemsions

ar uwnlieding, The firet fire was enpountered on the meraning of
liay 3rd at about 0900 when soveral suall oalibre (estimated at LOMM
from the explosion st contact with the water) shells landed witiuin
8 100 yurd radius of the ship. Five separate splashes were observed.
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On the other ooeasion, about 1900 the same deay, there
ware observed about three oxplosions, the nearest falling abous forty
yards of the ship. 7They were belleved to have been from shells of
about 758 calibre, J ung from the splash and concussion., No
snswering fire was alioited from this ship. During the operation,
special sesurity watches were posted as protoction agaiuet Q-huaso
and limpheteers.

pﬁgx ;]
The following is & chronoleglioal statemeont of the events
in whieh this ship pertioipated,

Jepartved Leyte, Pl, Following departure, sagaged in
Al prectlee.

ArPiY rotal Islaund, WEI

<9 A.Eﬁg %?ﬁe
#% Blue Besch, Worotal Island, and begen

loading of ¢argo of rations, petrol, aumunitioan,
hridge equipment snd girders, and ‘lil‘l stores,
Almo londed warious trucke, Jjoeps, trailers, and
10 LVTs %o earry assault troops.

A
ontinued loading operations. Took on troops.
Gompleted leading, retrapcted from beach and returned
to LET anchorage.

, gver LOVP for transportation to objective aree
boat erew reported aboard, Jhanged anshorege W
vpoal&lon off White Deaoh.

£ part in beeohing rebearsal. During rehearsal,
ano of LVTs wea domeged off beach and sunk, No
porsounel casusitiss involved., Picked up LVIs upon
completion of reheosrsel and new LVY was supplied by

u,ﬁ. t"\
gud o% git ‘s 10Vis transferred to L&Y 562 for

transportation, This ship'e small boat orew was
transferred with bout.
Underway to objestive,
A
Fraotie Torming spproach crulsing disposition,
hing objeotive ~ formed inte approech foymstion,
5 03648 o
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itfﬁ - Gbdp at General Quarters (Condition I-iilke)
0600 - Anshored off Green Beach in position 8,
Opaned bow doors wnd lowered ramyp.
0030 « Lowered small boats,
0643 - Comuenoed launebing LVTs with assault troops,
0650 - Completed leunching LVTs
0720 = Got underwey to ecenge anchorage.
0730 « Anchbored in last colusm to make way for
pontoon carrying Lols,
1307 = LOVP yeturaed fron temporary duty with LOT 562,

Anenor

éomnnaood unloading earge by LOMS.

¥

vontinued unloudling eargo by LOMa, Begen unloading
; velileoles by LOTs.

Gompleted unloading operations

The only firing that this ship engaged in was duriag
targst practice, Totel AOME expedded - 978 rounds;
total 208 expended - 2958 rounds. Oun oasualty oa

#7 200 war oocasioned by wear on trigger perallelogram
whloh was repleced by spares on board. OGun ctsualty on
#6 40N oooesioned by split seam in water ocoling Jacket
which was repolired on boord.

Bettle damage was sulfered only by stlps two LOVis. No, 1
boat pegan to take water Juet before reading besch ~
demsge consisted of seams in bottom plankisg spening.
Cause wunknown, but belisved that it may bave beon caused
by atriking submerged objeot, or possibly by en under-
water explosion, iowever, mo explowion of any violence
was felt by boats erew., No: Z boet sulffered kon
propeliler when it strusk submerged beaching obstacies,
Bottom planking wes soered aund there ape two g o8
therein of 1/2 6 1 i1ueh depts., This beat wes elso

used iu unlosdiog operations, and there appears to be
soune damsge % boat's frame ar two horizontsl membars

are oruoked.

Ko, 1 boat bus not beeu mud osanot be repaived by ship's
fores, It is not in serviceable ocondition at present

and 1t is doubtful that it ¢an Le repaired besause of ,
the number of seams opensd and tue extent of leakage, &
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The brokem prepeller on No, 2 boat hia been replaced
and the boat oan be ueed for lismited servics,

LAt !

Ho speeinl cosments,

PART V1

Fersonuel sboard pertormed thelr duties iu & satis-
fectory menner, Ihe variocus division offloers appeared
ready Tor omergencies. 7The orew generally were very
eooperative with the troops to expedite unloading
eperetions, end 414 all of the leet fifteen pereent (15%)
or more of the oarge unloading, after the Groops had
been put ushore,.

01 CominCh idiracth////




